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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 IO-14 ACDA-19 NIC-01 DRC-01 /132 W 

034385 

PR081107Z MAR 74 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3091 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD& OPS RUSNAAA 
CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD, OPS & AEAGG-OCO 
CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD & OPS 
USELMLO 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0428 
EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, MOPS, WB. GE, UR 

SUBJECT: IDENTIFICATION OF ALLIED SERVICEMEN. INCIDENTAT CHECKPOINT 
CHARLIE 

REF: BERLIN 421 

1. AT 1655 LOCAL MARCH 7, USAREUR-PLATED POV CARRYING 
THREE US SOLDIERS WAS INVOLVED IN MINOR TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 
IN EAST BERLIN. ONE OF SOLDIERS, WHO DISMOUNTED AND 
RETURNED TO CHECKPOINT CHARLIE ON FOOT TO REPORT ACCIDENT 
TO MPS, WAS DETAINED FOR SOME FIVE TO SEVEN MINUTES IN 
CHECKPOINT AREA BY GDR BORDER GUARDS WHO ASKED HOW AND 
WHEN HE HAD ENTERED EAST BERLIN, REQUESTED LICENSE 
NUMBER OF HIS VEHICLE, AND DEMANDED THAT HE PRODUCE 
ID CARD. SOLDIER EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN 
ACCIDENT, SAID HE DID NOT RECALL LICENSE NUMBER AND, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 00428 081139Z 

UNFORTUNATELY, SHOWED HIS MILITARY ID CARD TO 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


GUARDS. HE WAS ALLOWED TO PROCEED AND AT 1730 VEHICLE 
IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN RIDING RETURNED TO WEST 
BERLIN WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

2. WHILE IT IS NOT UNPRECEDENTED FOR TRAVELLER RETURNING 
ON FOOT AFTER HAVING ENTERED EAST BERLIN IN VEHICLE 

TO GIVE FEW WORDS OF EXPLANATION TO GUARDS TO FACILITATE 
HIS PASSAGE OF CHECKPOINT, DEMAND FOR ID CARD COMING 
SO CLOSE ON HEELS OF SOVIET STATEMENT REPORTED REFTEL 
UNFORTUNATELY MAY BE TREATED BY EAST GERMANS AS 
"SETTING" PRECEDENT. INSTRUCTIONS TO REFUSE TO SHOW 
ID CARD. DEMAND SOVIET OFFICER AND STAND FAST UNTIL 
EXTRICATED BY MPS ARE BEING REEMPHASIZED IN BRIEFINGS 
OF ALL US UNIFORMED TRAVLLERS TO EAST BERLIN. 

3. USCOB CONCURS. KELIN 
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